
This summer we welcomed back our phenomenal volunteer, 
Chloe Bierut, as a summer intern for the boys program. She first 
came to help with the after-school program as a freshman at 
Loyola University, “After that, I never left Madonna Mission!” 

During the school year, Chloe trains tutors and provides support 
in the after-school program with Director, Peggy Forbes. “Chloe 
has the remarkable ability to develop fun and meaningful 
relationships with the kids while maintaining their respect,” says 
Forbes. During the summer, Chloe helps run activities for the 
boys program and directs the senior counselors. 

Chloe has been an important mentor to many students at MM.
“Chloe is one of those rare and unique young adults who gives 
herself 100% to others” says Lynn Gordon. While she has 
certainly made a positive impact at MM, Chloe is also excited
about what she has gained personally from the experience. 

In three years, the time it takes for the earth to orbit the sun 
just three times, Sung Che has turned her life around. The 
Burmese native came to Chicago in 2015, speaking no English 
or, “having no words,” as she tells it. Now, with the help of 
Madonna Mission’s in-depth English classes, Sung Che can help 
her kids with their homework, speak to their teachers, and 
communicate with doctors, shopkeepers, and bus drivers. She 
says she used to need a translator for many important tasks. 
Now she can confidently handle most interchanges on her 
own, including carrying on a thirty-minute conversation with 
this interviewer.

Sung Che is 30 years old, from the southern part of Burma. Her 
parents, who are farmers, still live there and the rebel soldiers 
don’t threaten them anymore. But Sung Che remembers all too 
clearly when the soldiers came to her family’s home, trying to 
force her father into the rebel army, and killing their farm 
animals to threaten them. She eventually joined her husband 
in Malaysia, where he had found work in a Chinese restaurant. 
Sung Che found a job washing dishes. One day, when she was 
walking alone, two Malaysian policemen, wanting money from 
her, came up from behind and punched her hard in the back of 
her head and neck. 

“I was very frightened,” says the small and delicate woman. 
“But I didn’t cry.” She and her husband decided it was time to

“Madonna Mission is the best thing that college has given me. It 
gives students a safe place to get work done and engage with 
others. The students know that the tutors are here for them and 
can feel that support.” Her time with the MM children has 
especially enhanced her understanding of the refugee crisis and 
inspired her to make a difference. 

Chloe is leaving to study abroad in Rome and will return in the 
Spring. Arrivederci, Chloe! 

leave Malaysia and come to the United States, a process which 
took three years and saving almost all their ringgit for the 
$2,000 airfare.

She found Chicago very big and beautiful but every transaction 
was difficult. A friend told her about Madonna Mission and here 
her story changed. She came to class every day, four days a 
week. She credits her teachers David Seaman and Nancy 
Connolly for starting with the basics and bringing her up to 
speed. She now talks knowledgeably about grammar, pronouns, 
infinity gerunds, and past perfect tense. Her teachers have been 
very kind, patient, and skillful, she says. “Madonna Mission has 
helped me in so many ways,” says Sung Che,  “speaking, 
reading, writing, and understanding English.” 

“Now I want to learn more. I want to 
find a job as soon as my youngest 
goes to kindergarten.” She says it is 
with a heavy heart that she is leaving 
Chicago this summer with her 
husband and three young children. 
They are bound for Kansas City, where 
they have many relatives. But she is 
not the same person she was when 
she came to Chicago and Madonna 
Mission. With each of the 1,000-plus 
sunrises, she has grown a little more 
confident, more able to build a happy 
life for herself and her family.

By Nancy Deneen



Respectfully,

Lynn Gordon, Founder
Faith in Action is Love

Summer is in full swing at Madonna Mission.  The 
grade school students that are enrolled in the 
Learning in Action (LIA) summer programs are busy 
with enriching field trips, inspiring art projects, fun 
outdoor activities and continued literacy 
development. Thanks to the support and 
encouragement they receive at Madonna Mission, 
many LIA students who enter as shy newcomers 
garner enough courage to read their poems aloud, 
engage in group discussions, and even participate in 
the talent show.

LIA also presents a unique opportunity for high-school 
age refugees. As they enter sophomore year, these 
students are eligible to apply for a Jr. Counselor 
position. This summer we were thrilled to accept ten 
Madonna Mission alumnae as Jr. Counselors (pictured 
in this newsletter). A refugee Jr. Counselor position 
creates a two-fold opportunity for these alumnae.  
First, being keenly aware of the challenges that young 
refugee students face during grade school years, the 
Jr. Counselor acts as a mentor. This is especially 
important for some of the 7th and 8th grade LIA 
students who are facing high school preparation and 
decisions. It is a very arduous and confusing process 
for many refugee parents who are new to the Chicago 
school system, and the older students can share their 
experience and offer advice.  Secondly, most often 
this is the first job for the Jr. Counselors. They learn 
valuable lessons in accountability, responsibility and 
decision-making, and carry these life lessons back to 
school and on to future employment.

The entire LIA program offers a place of community 
for both younger and older students. In addition, 
quite simply, the students that attend our summer 
program do not have the means to attend any other 
summer program.  Thanks to your generosity, these 
refugee students have a safe place to go in the 
summer that provides unique opportunities and 
continued learning.  We are so grateful for your 
support which makes this possible.
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Pictured are some of our English as a Second Language (ESL) 
students. We are so proud of their diligent study to learn English.

Front row: Meriam Sung, Mah Kim, Eh Wah; 
Back row: January Htoo, Tereza Nyirabwiza, 
Van Ruat, Bunmi Igiehon, Sanay Ma, Esther 
Nuam (not pictured: Miriam Cing)

Tereza reading 
with students



Christina Murillo of the 
Chicago Fire Soccer 
organization visited 
Madonna Mission for a day 
full of fun drills and games 
with the kids! Christina is a 
community ambassador for 
CF and also a professional 
women's soccer player for 
the Mexican National team. 

Emily Anderson, Director of the Girls' LIA program, is off for an exciting 
new adventure. After three summers of leading our wonderful girls 
program, she and her fiance, Vance Gao are moving to Lille, France. Emily 
will be working as a language instructor for younger children and Vance is 
doing scientific research at the Glycobiology of Stress and Related 
Diseases. We will miss her amazing organizational skills, compassionate 
leadership, superb teaching and genuine kindness to all. Thank you, 
Emily, for being such a vital and wonderful part of Madonna Mission!

Emily (sitting) with a  Sr. Counselor, Maya Edwards, 
and LIA girls

Kelly Parkhouse
brainstorms with the 
LIA students on 
Career Day.

The summer Learning In Action program (LIA) at Madonna 
Mission supports the idea that childhood development 
comes from hands-on learning. In addition to reinforcing 
literacy and English speaking skills, our students 
participate in outdoor activities such as swim lessons, 
soccer clinics, and fitness testing. These activities allow 
our students to experience small-scale risk taking, 
personal goal achievement and working on a team.

For the boys LIA program, Madonna Mission has been 
transformed into “The MM Hall of Justice.” The theme is 
Superheroes and Everyday Heroes. The boys have 
brainstormed what it means to be a superhero: courage, 
kindness, and helping others. The boys have also designed 
their own superhero logos, capes and masks, and written 
original comics featuring their unique superhero. The final 
week will culminate in the boys creating and enjoying a 
Superhero Carnival of their own design.



Donate while you shop by 
selecting Madonna Mission!

covers the weekly cost of printing after-school materials

pays for the monthly cost of an ESL student’s bus pass

provides daily after-school bus transportation

John Joseph Sigstein 
Foundation

Sisters of Charity 
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

Springboard 
Foundation

Thanks to all of you that attended the 
beautiful May Global Garden luncheon at 
the Botanic Gardens. You helped to plant 
seeds of love for Madonna Mission.Tom Watson is a Chicago author and 

the creator of the children’s books 
series, Stick Dog & Stick Cat. One of 
our tutors, Martha Forsyth, was 
working with a group of 4th graders 
and formed a book club. She helped 
them contact the author and 
arrange for him to make a visit. Tom 
taught the kids how to draw the 
characters in his books and fielded a 
variety of questions. Monica 
(pictured in pink at right), the 
student who initially reached out to 
Tom, got a special Stick Dog 
necklace from him!

Madonna Mission students supporting the 
UNHCR social media campaign to raise 
awareness of refugees around the world.

Havana 
Callahan, 
granddaughter 
of MM Board 
member Lindy 
Reilly, planting 
her seeds of 
love

Brach Family 
Charitable
Foundation

Both boys and girls enjoyed another 
summer of swim lessons and water 
safety at Jeanne Dwyer’s pool.




